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Ball Four: The Final Pitch is the original book plus all the updates, unlike the 20th Anniversary Edition paperback.
When Ball Four was published in 1970, it created a firestorm. Bouton was called a Judas, a Benedict Arnold and a "social leper" for having violated the "sanctity of the clubhouse." Baseball commissioner Bowie Kuhn tried to force Bouton to sign a statement saying the book wasn't true. Ballplayers, most of whom hadn't read it, denounced the book. It was even banned by a few libraries.
Almost everyone else, however, loved Ball Four. Fans liked discovering that athletes were real people--often wildly funny people. Many readers said it gave them strength to get through a difficult period in their lives. Serious critics called it an important document.
David Halberstam, who won a Pulitzer for his reporting on Vietnam, wrote a piece in Harper's that said of Bouton: "He has written... a book deep in the American vein, so deep in fact that it is by no means a sports book."
In 1999 Ball Four was selected by the New York Public Library as one of the "Books of the Century." And Time magazine chose it as one of the "100 Greatest Non-Fiction" books.
Besides changing the image of athletes, the book played a role in the economic revolution in pro sports. In 1975, Ball Four was accepted as legal evidence against the owners at the arbitration hearing, which lead to free agency in baseball and, by extension, to other sports.
Today Ball Four has taken on another role--as a time capsule of life in the 60s. "It is not just a diary of Bouton's 1969 season with the Seattle Pilots and Houston Astros," says sportswriter Jim Caple. "It's a vibrant, funny, telling history of an era that seems even further away than four decades. To call it simply a "tell all book" is like describing The Grapes of Wrath as a book about harvesting peaches in California."




 Books with free ebook downloads available  Ball Four: The Final Pitch    Free PDF
	Audible Audio Edition
	Listening Length: 18  hours and 32 minutes
	Program Type: Audiobook
	Version: Unabridged
	Publisher: Audible Studios
	Audible.com Release Date: April 7, 2012
	Language: English
	ASIN: B007S6M8A4



 "Ball Four" is a diary that covers the year of a baseball player, in this case Jim Bouton, who spent the 1969 season with the expansion Seattle Pilots and then the Houston Astros. Entertaining on many levels, "Ball Four" also serves as a mirror of the times -- in the late 1960s, many established concepts and ideas, in politics, music, mass media, and sports, were being shattered. Baseball, always about five years behind the curve, was always thought of as a game that was played by wholesome, All-American men. They were our heroes. Ball Four, however, sheds new light and revealed, for the first time, that baseball players, even some of the game's superstars, are human.
Bouton tells all, in, by today's standards, a tame fashion. We read about everything -- ballplayers cheating on their wives, playing with hangovers, racial problems between teammates, players taking uppers before a game, etc. Bouton is a very insightful writer and presents the material in a humorous manner, the humor, or barbs, is directed at his teammates, managers, coaches, and, in many instances, at himself.
Baseball was outraged when the book first came out in 1970. Many players and baseball executives considered Bouton a turncoat. But the years have shown that Ball Four was a groundbreaking book, one that set the standard for tell-all books to come. These other books, however, have never reached the level of excellence of Bouton's "Ball Four."

 By  R. Angeloni 
 VINE VOICE 
 As far as I'm concerned, Ball Four is easily the best baseball book out there.  I've read about 45 baseball books and nothing compares to Bouton's masterpiece.  I've read this book four times and it still hasn't gotten old  yet.  I'm sure I'll read it at least ten more times and I doubt that I will  ever get tired of it.
  What makes Ball Four better than any other  baseball book is that it allows its readers to see the game from a player's  perspective.  Never has a book given such an up-close, in-the-locker-room  look at baseball.  Of course, Bouton himself is brilliant.  I love his  sarcasm and his biting wit.  Ball Four might have been a pretty good book  even if it had been written by a poor writer; Bouton, though, is an  excellent storyteller and his attitude is what shapes the book.  If you  consider yourself a fan of the game, you will buy Ball Four immediately.  It has given me great joy time and time again.

 By  Weston J. Kathman 
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